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Scripture: 2 Samuel, Chapter4 and 9

Objective: To explore the story of Mephibosheth in the Bible and discover what we can
learn from his experiences.

Background Story:

Mephibosheth is a fascinating character from the Bible, specifically from the book of 2
Samuel. He was the grandson of King Saul and the son of Jonathan. When
Mephibosheth was just five years old, his parents died, leaving him in the care of his
nurse. Tragically, during an escape, he fell and became disabled, unable to walk.

King David eventually became the ruler of Israel. After a period of political turmoil and
rebellion led by his son Absalom, David discovered that Mephibosheth was still alive.
Despite the power struggles and changes in leadership, David remembered his deep
friendship with Jonathan, Mephibosheth's father.

David wanted to honor that friendship, so he invited Mephibosheth to live in the royal
palace. Even though Mephibosheth had a physical disability, David treated him with the
utmost respect and love. He gave him a permanent place at the king’s table, where he
ate with David’s own sons and was considered part of the royal family.

Mephibosheth’s story is powerful because it highlights several important themes:

e Acceptance and Inclusion: Despite his physical limitations, Mephibosheth was
fully accepted and included in the royal family. This teaches us about the
importance of embracing and supporting people regardless of their differences
or challenges.



e Loyalty and Honor: David’s actions towards Mephibosheth were driven by his
loyalty to Jonathan. This shows us the value of honoring our commitments and
maintaining strong, supportive relationships.

e God’s Love: The story also reflects a broader message about God’s love and care
for everyone, regardless of their circumstances. It reminds us that everyone has
worth and deserves respect and kindness.

What We Can Learn from the Story:

God is not limited by our circumstances: Mephibosheth's disability didn't hold
him back from being loved and cared for by King David. Similarly, God can work
in our lives despite our limitations.

God is a God of second chances: Mephibosheth's family had rejected him
because of his disability, but King David saw beyond his physical limitations
and gave him a second chance.

God is a God of unexpected blessings: Mephibosheth didn't expect to be taken
in by King David, but it ended up being a life-changing experience for him.

God is a God of forgiveness: Mephibosheth's family had wronged him in the
past, but King David didn't hold it against him. Instead, he showed him love
and compassion.

God is a God of purpose: Despite his disability, Mephibosheth found a sense of
purpose living with King David and serving him.

Discussion Questions:

1. What was Mephibosheth's physical condition?

2. Who took care of Mephibosheth after his parents died?

3. Why did King David decide to take Mephibosheth in as his own son?

4. What did Mephibosheth learn from his experience with King David?

5. How does this story illustrate God's character?



Conclusion:

Mephibosheth's story is an incredible reminder of God's power and love. Despite his
physical limitations, he found purpose and belonging in living with King David. As we
reflect on this story, we can learn valuable lessons about God's character and how He
can work in our lives despite our circumstances.

Understanding Mephibosheth’s story helps us appreciate how our actions can make a
significant difference in the lives of others, especially those who might be struggling or
marginalized. It also encourages us to reflect on our own values and how we treat the
people around us.

Craft Ideas:

1. Mephibosheth's Palace: Create a model of the palace where Mephibosheth lived
with King David using cardboard boxes or paper plates. Decorate it with markers,
crayons, or paint to add details.

2. Mephibosheth's Storybook: Write a short story about Mephibosheth's experience
with King David on a blank book page or create a comic strip about his story. Add
illustrations or drawings to make it more engaging.

3. Mephibosheth's Crown: Cut out a paper crown or a cardboard crown shape and
decorate it with markers, crayons, or glitter. Write "Unexpected Blessing" or "Second
Chance" on it to symbolize Mephibosheth's new beginning with King David.



