
 

 

 

 

 

Day 1 - Adult Lesson  

Zelophehad’s Daughters 

Title:  “Courageous Women of Faith” 

Scripture:   Numbers 27:1-11, 36:1-12 

 

Objective:  To learn about the story of Zelophehad’s daughters and how they showed 
courage and faith in the face of adversity. 

 

Story:  

The story of Zelophehad from the Bible, found in Numbers 27, is a significant narrative that 
addresses issues of inheritance, justice, and gender equality within ancient Israelite 
society. Here's an elaboration suitable for adults: 

Zelophehad was a member of the tribe of Manasseh, one of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
When he passed away in the wilderness during the Israelites' journey to the Promised 
Land, he left behind five daughters—Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah—and no 
sons to inherit his property. 

Inheritance laws at the time stipulated that land should pass from father to son, thereby 
securing the family's tribal inheritance and ensuring its continuity. However, with no male 
heir, Zelophehad's daughters faced the prospect of being excluded from inheriting their 
father's portion of land. 

Faced with this predicament, Zelophehad's daughters took a remarkable step. They 
approached Moses, who served as the mediator between God and the Israelites, and 
presented their case. They argued that their father's name and heritage should not be lost 
simply because they were women. Their plea was not just for themselves but also 
challenged the prevailing societal norms that favored male heirs in matters of inheritance. 
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Moses, recognizing the complexity of the issue and the justice in their request, brought 
their case before God. In response to their appeal, God affirmed their right to inherit their 
father's land, declaring, "What Zelophehad's daughters are saying is right. You must 
certainly give them property as an inheritance among their father's relatives and give their 
father's inheritance to them" (Numbers 27:7). 

This decision was revolutionary for its time. It demonstrated God's concern for fairness 
and justice, overriding traditional patriarchal customs that marginalized women's rights. 
By granting inheritance rights to Zelophehad's daughters, God affirmed the inherent 
dignity and worth of women, ensuring that they were not deprived of their rightful share 
simply because of their gender. 

The story of Zelophehad's daughters serves as a profound example of advocacy for justice 
and equality. It challenges us to examine our own societies and systems, questioning 
whether they uphold principles of fairness and equal opportunity for all individuals, 
regardless of gender or other social factors. It invites reflection on how ancient principles 
of justice can inform contemporary discussions about gender equality, inheritance rights, 
and social justice issues. Ultimately, it reminds us of God's concern for justice and His 
affirmation of the dignity and rights of all people. 

 

What We Can Learn from the Story: 

• We can learn that God is a God of justice and fairness. He cares about what is right and 
wants to make things right. 

• We can learn that God listens to our prayers and answers them when we trust in Him. 

• We can learn that even in difficult situations, we can find courage and strength through 
faith in God. 

• We can learn that God values the contributions of everyone, regardless of gender or 
social status. 

• We can learn that God is always with us, even when we face challenges and uncertainty. 

  



 

Discussion Questions: 

1. How does the story of Zelophehad's daughters challenge traditional views on 
inheritance and gender roles? 

2. What parallels can be drawn between the struggles for justice in ancient Israel and 
contemporary movements for equality? 

3. In what ways does God's response to Zelophehad's daughters reflect His concern for 
fairness and justice in society? 

4. How might the courage of Zelophehad's daughters inspire us to challenge unjust 
practices in our own communities? 

5. What lessons can we learn from Zelophehad's daughters about advocating for our rights 
and the rights of others in the face of adversity? 

 

Conclusion: 

 The story of Zelophehad's daughters in the Bible resonates with timeless themes of 
justice, equality, and the affirmation of human dignity. Their courage to challenge societal 
norms and seek fairness in inheritance rights reflects a broader call to uphold principles 
of equity and inclusivity in all aspects of life.  

As we reflect on their story, we are reminded of God's concern for justice and His desire 
for all individuals to be treated with respect and given equal opportunities, inspiring us to 
advocate for fairness and equality in our own communities and beyond. 


